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Letters to the Editors 





Studies Called ‘Event’ in Christian World 





Morrison Challenges Protestantism 


To the Editors: 

Charles Clayton Morrison’s series of 
articles just concluded in The Christian 
Century under the title “Can Protestant- 
ism Win America?” is, I feel, an Event 
in the Christian World, and one which 
THE OUTLOOK will not want to over- 
look. 

To appraise Dr. Morrison’s articles as 
an Event in the Christian world is not, I 
believe, to make an overstatement. His 
major thesis is that Protestantism in its 
present sectarianized form cannot com- 
pete with either Roman Catholicism or 
secularism in the struggle for America’s 
loyalty, and stands not the ghost of a 
chance to win America to the Christian 
faith. Dr. Morrison's analysis of Prot- 
estantism’s weakness seems to me to be 
so penetrating and the conclusion which 
he draws so logical that one who does not 
agree with him is at once placed on the 
defensive. 

If Dr. Morrison is right, then no mat- 
ter how successfully we may multiply 
our denominational churches and missions 
both at home and abroad we are not really 
getting anywhere but only multiplying our 
weakness. And if Dr. Morrison is not 
right, I believe the burden of proof now 
rests with those who disagree with him. 
His article on Protestantism’s “Unscrip- 
tural Use of Scripture” is a damning in- 
dictment which leaves us not a leg to 
stand on and repentance our only recourse. 

Dr. Morrison, as I see it, has not only 
placed us in his debt—he has placed us 
in an uncomfortable, if not untenable, 
position. Protestantism stands challenged 
—shaken to its foundations. 

Am I wrong about this? If so I should 
like to be set right. So far I have had 
no opportunity for discussing this subject 
with others. Unless I am badly mistaken, 
Dr. Morrison’s series (which I hope will 
soon be made available in book form) 
deserves to become the subject-matter for 
study courses in every one of our churches 
and especially in our theological semi- 
naries. I should be grateful for an edi- 
torial in THI OUTLOOK, 

Speaking of great challenges which face 
our church, what about this one? 

THOS. W. MacLEAN 
Avondale Church, 
Charlotte, N. C 


EDITORS’ NOTE—Mr. MacLean is right 
in considering these Morrison articles of 
high value. Undoubtedly they will be 
made available in pamphlet form as was 
the series by Harold Fey on “Can Catholi- 
cisam Win America?” Both series should 
be widely studied. When specific informa- 
tion is available it will be carried in these 
columns, 


Back to Africa 


To the Editors: 

Will you please change my address from 
1204 Rennie Avenue, Richmond, Va., to 
Mutoto, Luluabourg, Congo Belge. 

We asked that we be allowed to go 
back by boat. The word came, “We can- 
not get passage for you on a boat, you 
are booked to fly from New York to Leo- 
poldville July 17, 7 P. M.” It is 40 hours 
to Leopoldville, five hours upcountry by 
another plane to Luluabourg and one and 
one-half hours by car to Mutoto—32 miles. 

May we tell all our friends goodbye, 
and we appreciate their many kindnesses 
to us while we were here. We have had 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered 
Published weekly 


under the act of March 3, 1879. 


a wonderful furlough. 
been a godsend to us. 


Mission Court has 


We ask for your prayers for us as we 
return to our field of work. 
PLUMER SMITH. 
Richmond, Va. 


Bandwagon 
To the Editors: 


. Like thousands of other Presbyte- 
rian ministers and laymen in an awaken- 
ing Southern Presbyterian Church, I feel 
that I owe you far more for what you are 
doing toward the reshaping of a new and 
more vigorous church than can be ex- 
pressed by continuing to renew my sub- 
scription. After reading all the many 
other words of commendation in THE 
OUTLOOK from week to week, I feel that 
any word from me now might be con- 
sidered only another feeble toot from the 
bandwagon. So be it; this is one band- 
wagon that is headed somewhere, and I 
do not hesitate to say that I want to be 
on it. 

JAMES M. GREGORY. 
Blacksburg, Va. 


Presbydoctrinitis 


To the Editors: 

“ayy I have noticed that there is, in 
the ministry of our church, a minority 
pressure group which would like us to 
believe that preventing organic union with 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, is the chief 
end of Southern Presbyterians. Many and 
sundry reasons have been given in sup- 
port of their cause, but the Auburn Af- 
firmation gets most of their attention. 

These gentlemen seem to be one-track 
thinkers of the-good-old-days variety; 
doctrinal differences seem to be their fare 
morning, noon and night, and they have 
shown themselves “unable to disagree 
without being disagreeable,” as Dr. Lin- 
gle has so aptly put it. This affliction 
needs a label; I have coined a word to de- 
scribe it—Presbydoctrinitis. 

One gentleman recently charged in one 
of our papers that some of the anti-union- 
ists are deliberately spreading misinfor- 
mation about the Auburn Affirmation. No 
doubt many loyal Southern Presbyterians, 
wondering about the bitter attacks on 
some who have served our church well 
and long, are saying, “I don’t believe in 
the goodness of disagreeable people.” 

The copybook sameness of all that is 
written about the Auburn Affirmation 
leads one to wonder by whose pattern and 
out of what cloth their coat was made. 
Can it be that this anti-unionist program 
is just a smokescreen behind which some 
closely guarded ulterior purpose is being 
worked out? In one publication last Sep- 
tember it was boldly predicted that if 
union is accomplished, “We will have a 





OUTLOOK REPRINTS 
By Kenneth J. Foreman and others 
Being sold at the Conference Book 
Stores at MONTREAT, MASSANETTA, 
KERRVILLE. 
Ask for Them! 
Or, order direct from 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, 
Richmond 19, Va. 





new organization, probably known as the 
Presbyterian Church, South. ...” Can 
this be the easus belli? Who was it who 
recently said, “The Civil War is not over 
politically, economically or theologically?” 

Presbydoctrinitis is not contagious and 
only mildly communicable. When the 
present epidemic has run its course it 
will probably turn out that “The Em- 
peror had no clothes on.” 

ROBERT A. DAY. 

Beaumont, Texas. 


Hymns for All Christendom 


To the Editors: 


I do hope that our church will not in 
the future designate its hymnals by the 
name of our denomination. It is not right 
to take the hymns that belong to the 
whole of Christendom and call them after 
the name of a denomination. Like our 
denominational churches it tends to exalt 
the name of the denomination above the 
name of her Lord and make it more dif- 
ficult to create and promote the ecumeni- 
cal spirit which we need so badly. 

The membership of many of our Pres- 
byterian churches, like ours, is made up 
largely of those who have come from 
other denominations. They have come to 
us not because they think more highly 
of our church, but because they live in the 
community and it is more convenient for 
them. We must make them feel perfectly 
“at home” with us in worship and in fel- 
lowship by stressing our unity in Christ. 
Denominational hymnals create prejudice 
and thus hinder our growth in unity. 


S. K. EMURIAN. 
Portsmouth, Va. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—An excellent example 
of what Mr. Emurian seeks is to be found 
in our HYMNAL FOR CHRISTIAN WOR- 
SHIP. 


Ministerial Student 


To the Editors: 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK its one 
of the foundations of our Presbyterian 
system in the United States. It is a real 
inspiration to have such a fine paper in 
our church. 

I am a ministerial student at South- 
western and read the paper with interest 
every week. 

LESLIE C. TUCKER, JR. 
Canton, Miss. 


Insult to the Church 


To the Editors: 


Having just reread the article in your 
June 17 paper, “A Layman Views Mixed 
Marriages,” by Alexander E. Toth, I am 
moved to express my indignation that such 
an article should have appeared in a Pres- 
byterian paper. The author does not con- 
fine himself to the subject of mixed mar- 
riages but all the way through exalts the 
Roman Catholic Church as the only one 
that is right, and insults the Presbyterian 
Church. ° 

I consider this article an insult to your 
readers and to every Presbyterian; and 
I believe it can do great harm to the 
young and to those who are not informed 
as to the true nature of the Romish 
church. 

(Miss) JUNIA A. GRAVES. 
Thaxton, Va. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—We still think that 
Presbyterians should know what the Ro- 
man Catholic Church believes and teaches 
about us. Mr. Toth’s article was an ade- 
quate demonstration. 


as second class matter, June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., 
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Proposed Basis for 
Union of Churches 


Offered for Study 


Presbyterian, USA, and Episcopal 
Discussions Issue in Statement 


Philadelphia, Pa. (RNS)—-A proposed 
basis of union between the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, and the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, since 1937 a thorny sub- 
ject of debate by leaders of the two de- 
nominations, has been made public here. 

The document, which deals mainly 
with constitutional provisos for the pro- 
jected united church rather than with 
details of organic union, is the end re- 
sult of a long series of joint meetings 
between the Commission on Approaches 
to Unity of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church and the Department of Church 
Cooperation and Union of the Presby- 
terian body. 


Complete Recognition of Ministers 


In the opinion of church officials of 
both denominations the most important 
part of the 11-page document involves 
a formula providing complete mutual 
recognition of ministry and an exten- 
sion of authority to preach in the united 
ehurch. 


In the service of mutual recognition 
and extension of authority, the modera- 
tor of the presbytery, together with his 
attending presbyters will lay their hands 
on the Episcopal bishops and priests to 
be commissioned; likewise, the bishop 
and his attending presbyters will lay 
their hands upon the Presbyterian minis- 
ters to be commissioned. 

When a minister is installed in a 
church, it was further explained, the 
congregation may request the bishop 
and the presbytery to exact of him a 
promise to administer the doctrine and 
worship in accordance with the forms 
to which the congregation has been ac- 
customed. The office of bishop is co- 
ordinated with the presbytery so that 
the bishop would discharge many of his 
functions in concurrence with the pres- 
bytery, in the ordination and installation 
of pastor, and the dissolution of a pas- 
toral relationship. i 

While the future constitution of the 
united church will establish govern- 
mental procedure, the proposed basis of 
union provides for the preservation of 
the episcopate and gives the bishop 
presiding power at the meetings of the 





MOST UNCHURCHED GROUP 

Montreat, N. C. (RNS).—yYoung 
married couples and young people 
just out of college are the ‘‘most un- 
churched” group in the nation, Harry 
C. Munro, director of the National 
Christian Teaching Mission of the 
International Council of Religious 
Education, declared here at the Mon- 
treat Leadership School. 

Dr. Munro said that surveys con- 
ducted in large cities, towns, and 
villages disclosed that young adults 
are not being reached by religious 
education programs or by church or- 
ganizational work. The next largest 
unchurched group, he said, is that 
of very young children, which indi- 
eates that the children in the homes 
of the unreached young adults are 
not attending church schools. 

“The church is failing to reach the 
young adults and is therefore failing 
to reach these children. This is 
serious both for the churches and the 
young adults who need the church. 
This group is the very backbone of 
the church.” 











presbytery or convention which elects 
him as its head. 


To Ordain Elders 


The supreme council of the united 
church will be designated as a General 
Assembly or Convention composed of 
bishops, presbyters, and ruling elders. 
The ordination of ruling elders will be 
introduced in the united church. In the 
Episcopal Church the vestrymen of the 
parish correspond to the ruling elders 
in the Presbyterian Church, but the 
vestrymen are not ordained. 

The rite of confirmation, as recog- 
nized by both communions, will be ad- 
ministered throughout the united church 
and no attempt will be made to abolish 
diversity of worship. It is anticipated 
that in due time the united church will 
have a common service book. 

The basis of union will be presented 
to the triennial General Convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, sched- 
uled to meet here in September, for re- 
ferral to dioceses and missionary dis- 
tricts which will vote on these general 
principles of organic union. 

A minority report will also be pre- 
sented to the convention asserting that 
no useful purpose can be served by sub- 
mitting the document for study. 

(See Story, ‘‘Episcopal Paper Criticizes,”’ 
on page 4.) 


Stuart Nomination as 
China Ambassador Is 
Heard With Approval 


Appointment Seen as Strengthening 
Marshall’s Efforts to Bring Unity 


Southern Presbyterians are explain- 
ably enthusiastic about the recent nomi- 
nation by President Truman of veteran 
missionary, J. Leighton Stuart, to be 
Ambassador to China. Seventy-year-old 
Dr. Stuart had just completed a five- 
months visit to this country in the 
interests of Yenching University, China’s 
No, 1 Christian university, of which he 
has been president since 1919. This 
visit followed his release from three 
and a half years spent in Japanese cap- 
tivity. 

Political commentators feel that the 
appointment of Dr. Stuart, succeeding 
General Hurley, will greatly strengthen 
the efforts of General Marshall in con- 
solidating movements toward a united 
China. Dr. Stuart was spoken of in 
news reports last fall as ‘‘perhaps the 
most respected American in China.”’ 


He Did Not Raise the Flag 


When the Japanese overran Peiping 
in 1937, Yenching, just five miles away, 
became the center of free learning and 
the army did not move in. However, 
President Stuart was ordered to raise 
the puppet-regime flag and to give per- 
sonal ‘‘thanks”’ to the Japanese for the 
invasion. He refused. Then for three 
years before Pearl Harbor he was used 
to transmit peace feelers between the 
Chinese and the Japanese. After Dec. 
8, 1941 he was imprisoned with two 
others in dimly lit rooms in the back 
of a British mercantile establishment 
where mornings were spent in studying 
New Testament criticism and where 
nights were featured by anagrams—1,- 
500 games. 

In July, 1945, by an imperial edict, 
Dr. Stuart was set free—if he would ask 
Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek to nego- 
tiate with the U. S. for Japan. He re- 
fused either to leave his two companions 
or to transmit the terms. Less than a 
month later they were all free. 


New Plans for Old 


Dr. Stuart’s plans, as announced in 
this country, included moving Yenching 
back to Peiping (it has been in exile in 
Chengtu), then his retirement to spend 
the last days of his life in China. Now 
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his new 
responsibilities, 


appointment gives him other 

His son, John Leighton, Jr., is pastor 
of the church in Stephens City, Va. 

Dr. Stuart is a son of missionary 
parents, born in 
graduate of 
and Union 
was one of 


Hangchow. He is a 
Hampden-Sydney college 
Seminary. He 
the leaders of the foreign 
missions ‘‘Forward Movement” in 1902- 
4, going from that as a mis- 
sionary to Hangchow. From 1914 to 
1919 he was on the faculty of Nanking 
Theological Seminary and since that 
time president of Yenching, 
He was decorated Third Class Order of 
“Chia Ho” (golden grain) by the Re- 
public of China. He is the author of a 
number of scholarly the 
Chinese, 


Theological 


service 


has been 


books in 


Presbytery Slow to Receive 
In 1923 Dr. Stuart applied for mem- 
bership in 
where he 


East Hanover Presbytery, 
member. His en- 


trance into the presbytery was held up 


is still a 


for a time because of rumors which had 
drifted back from the mission field tell- 


ing of supposed departures from the 


faith. A committee consisting of 
Edward Mack, R. A, Lapsley and C. L. 
King was named to confer with Dr. 


Stuart before his examination was com- 
pleted and this committee reported 
unanimously ‘Dr. Stuart’s wholehearted 
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acceptance of and adherence to the doc- 
trines of our church.’’ The presbytery, 
likewise, received him unanimously. 

The nomination of Dr, Stuart is 
thought to be the first time in American 
history when a minister of the gospel 
has been appointed to such a post. Dr. 
Mott, it has been recalled, was once 
offered the post of Ambassador to China 
but he is a layman. 

During his visit to this country Dr. 
Stuart declared that ‘‘a general feel- 
ing of friendliness and a desire to co- 
operate’’ with the United States exists 
in China. ‘‘There is an awakening con- 
sciousness that in trying to be a mod- 
ern republic, to fit into the new world 
order, they need a moral strength which 
they lack,” he said, ‘‘and they see that 
real Christians have it. There will be 
no other in China in the fu- 
ture that will have any life to it. It 
will be Christianity or irreligion.’’ 


religion 


Episcopal Paper Criticizes 
Plan of Uniting Churches 


Milwaukee, Wis. (RNS).—The pro- 
posed basis of union between the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, and the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church is severely criti- 
cized in a leading editorial appearing in 
the July 14 issue of The Living Church, 
Episcopal weekly published here. 

Calling upon both clergy and lay dele- 
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gates to the forthcoming triennial con- 
vention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church to reject in its entirety the basis 
of union document which was made pub- 
lic in Philadelphia July 8 by officials 
of both denominations, the editorial de- 
clares: 

“The publication of the majority and 
minority reports of the Commission on 
Approaches to Unity seems to mark the 
end of the hope of reunion in our gen- 
eration. For the plan proposed by the 
majority would not be a unity stetch- 
ing across Catholic-Protestant lines. It 
would be a unification marked by the 
surrender of the Catholic heritage of 
this Church (Episcopal), and by the 
acknowledged supremacy of the Protes- 
tant tradition.”’ 

Praising the work of the church’s 
unity commission in seeking a basis of 
union with the Presbyterian body as a 
“sincere effort to harmonize the tra- 
ditions of the two churches,” the edi- 
torial asserts, however, that ‘‘compro- 
mise is not the way to Christian unity.’’ 

“In the words of the minority report,” 
continues the editorial, ‘‘ ‘these propo- 
sals would swing our church indefi- 
nitely and unequivocally out of the 
Anglican communion and make it part 
of the Presbyterian communion.’ The 
resulting body would not be, like the 
Episcopal Church today, a church com- 
bining faith and order with Evangelical 
freedom and light.” 








DISCUSS PRESBYTERIAN UNION PLANS—Representatives of the Presbyterian Church, USA, and the 


Presbyterian Church, US, are shown during a three-day meeting in Asheville, N. C., at which they discussed the 
proposed plan of union for the two branches of the church. Left to right are: H. Ray Anderson, Chicago, 
(USA); Judge P. F. Henderson, Aiken, S. C., (US); Henry Barraclough, Philadelphia, (USA); William B. 
Pugh, Philadelphia, stated clerk of the Presbyterian Church, (USA); Dunbar H. Ogden, New Orleans, chair- 
man of the committee, (US); Ralph W. Lloyd, Maryville, Tenn., 
(USA) ; Frank H. Caldwell, Louisville, Ky., (US); Judge Charles 
Rhodes, Danville, Ky., (USA).—(RNS Photo.) 


(USA); Stuart Nye Hutchinson, Pittsburgh, 
G. Rose, Fayetteville, N. C., (US), and Nelson 
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THE OUTLOOK PULPIT 


Our Present Mood and Christ 


By TEUNIS E. GOUWENS 


‘*Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” 
—Phil. 2:5. 


N OUR GENERATION there has been an unprecedented 
revolt against the principles whose observance has pro- 
duced the best in our civilization. The result is the 

havoc with which our whole world today is painfully 
familiar. No thinking man will lightly dismiss the serious- 
ness of our plight. 

We are in possession of stupendous power, but we have 
not yet developed the spirit required for its proper use. 
We confront racial, economic, and international problems 
which call for the unselfish application of the highest wis- 
dom, but, in the face of them, we insist on our privileges 
and forget our obligations. It has been said that ‘‘at the 
bottom of every social problem lies a social wrong.’’ But 
multitudes are not much concerned about sin, and they 
proceed as if God were a moron, his omnipotence a myth, 
and the atonement of Christ an irrelevant incident. 


The Danger Still Remains 


Because man still adheres to the erroneous doctrine of 
his self-sufficiency, because the nations which have shared 
a military victory will not easily be persuaded that violence 
does not pay, because on every hand there is suspicion, 
fear, and lust for power, and because the desire for re- 
venge reigns in many hearts, our exposure to international 
strife is still very real. It would appear that every sane 
person would be aware of the fact that, in the era of the 
atomic bomb, war is race suicide. We have seen, in the 
excruciating glare of a devastating flash, what armed con- 
flict is. If the desolation of Nagasaki was a military neces- 
sity, there is something desperately wrong with militarism. 
When we speak of winning the peace, we mean that we 
have resolved that the curse of war shall never return. But 
let us not forget that our peril is imminent. 

This day calls for honest soul-searching. It is required 
of us that we examine carefully the moods in which we 
address ourselves to our crisis. We are thinking not only 
of those shifting and transitory frames of mind which vary 
with our emotions, but also of those dominant dispositions 
which are more abiding. There are moods in which man 
entertains the highest and best and, in spite of all diffi- 
culty and danger, sets out for it. ‘‘We all get our divine 
moments,” says J. Brierley in Life and the Ideal, ‘‘when 
the gates swing back and we have our glimpse into the 
City of God.” 


The Grace of Gratitude 


One of these better frames of mind is gratitude. Perhaps 
never in the history of the world has such a volume of 
thanksgiving ascended to the throne of God as rose when, 
about a year ago, hostilities ceased. Even those whose 
loved ones had fallen joined in the services, and I am sure 
God noted their presence with particular compassion. When 
the terrible burden was lifted, our thoughts turned to the 
goodness of the everlasting Father. This surely is as it 
should be, but we depart from the way of life if, in our en- 
gagement in many affairs, we permit the grace of gratitude 
to slip from our souls. 

But our joy in victory was somewhat tempered by the 
devastation occasioned by the war. With our whole souls 
we regret the suffering that has been brought on mankind. 
Speaking before the House of Commons on the starvation 
and disease which selfish mismanagement is permitting to 
spread in occupied countries, one member said: “We are 


protesting against the wanton and deliberate creation of a 
new sore when all Europe is crying out from her wounds.” 
Referring to the outrages he had witnessed, and calling 
for tolerance, decency, and mercy, Foreign Secretary Ernest 
Bevin declared, ““As I watched I felt: My God, that is the 
price of man’s stupidity and war. It was the most awful 
sight you could possibly see.’”’ We have no desire to be 
numbered with those of whom Jeremiah said, ‘“‘They were 
not at all ashamed, neither could they blush.” Virtue is 
not extinguished nor is hope gone, so long as a man can 
stand back and view, with inner pain, the consequences 
of his violence. 


Man’s Best Efforts Are Not Enough 


Another wholesome attitude to our present situation is 
the feeling that something is lacking. Skill, success, wealth, 
power, and pleasure are not enough to meet the require- 
ments of the soul. James Renwick, the Scottish Cove- 
nanter, said that trying to satify the heart with the world 
was like attempting to fill a triangle with a circle. Always 
an emptiness remains. Professors in some of our leading 
universities have been much disturbed lately by the in- 
adequacy of our education. We have been so busy special- 
izing students into efficient fragments that we have neg- 
lected to educate them as whole personalities. Young peo- 
ple are not properly equipped for life unless they have 
character as well as ability. Nor, as George Washington 
reminded us, can morality be maintained without religion. 
The responsibility here rests not entirely, nor even first, 
on public schools and colleges, but on the home and church. 
We have been missing something essential, and one of the 
most encouraging features of our time is that we are begin- 
ning to recognize this fact. A 

Another heartening characteristic of our day is the 
growth of the spirit of generosity. It is not as widespread 
as it should be, but it is unmistakable. The cry of human 
need has reached our ears and there has been an outpouring 
of gifts which testifies to the reality of our sympathy and 
causes ‘‘joy in the presence of the angels”’ in heaven, Peter 
said of Jesus that he ‘‘went about doing good,” and he 
offered as the explanation of this beautiful ministry the fact 
that ‘‘God was with him.’”’ Benevolence is a divine quality, 
and true charity recognizes no barriers. Magnanimity not 








R. COUWENS is an able preacher—widely known 
as a man of outstanding gifts. For 25 years he 
has occupied the pulpit of the important Second 

church of Louisville, Ky., exerting a profound influence 
over the life of his city. Before going to that pastorate 
in 1921 he was a minister in the Reformed Church in 
America, serving as associate pastor and pastor of the 
Ft. Washington church in New York City, 1913-15, and 
going from there to the Mountain Lakes Community 
church in New Jersey, 1915-21. This preacher is in 
wide demand for speaking engagements over the coun- 
try. He has written a number of books, including ‘‘The 
Rock That Is Higher,” ‘‘Why I Believe,” ‘‘The Stirred 
Nest,” ‘“‘He Opened the Book,” and “The Far Horizons 
of Scripture.”’ 

Preachers in The Outlook Pulpit for this year have 
been chosen on the basis of nominations made by men 
and women, ministers and laymen, throughout the 
church; more than 200 of them, evenly divided between 
the synods having been requested to offer their sug- 
gestions. , 
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only restores the feeble and needy but continues to stand 
by them with the kindness and assistance of friendship. 


Unworthy Moods of the Times 


But there are other phases of our mood which are not 
so cheering. Concerning these, too, a word must be spoken. 
I mention first the peril of complacence. There is a feeling 
in many quarters that our big job is done, and it is fre- 
quently accompanied by indifference to those majcstic goals 
which we associate with the kingdom of God. For many 
the tension is past and the time of apathy has arrived. 

Surely this is no time for decent men and women to be 
indifferent. There can be no excuse for Christian people 
to remain silent and inactive. The morale that is sup- 
ported by making light of that which is sacred is a very 
insecure state of mind. The profit that is made in dis- 
regard of the laws of God is very perishable. The progress 
that is marked by neglect of matters which Christ indi- 
eated as vital is advance only to disaster. A nation which 
loses its reverence, sets its rights above its duties, and 
esteems prestige above righteousness and mammon above 
mercy, is on the decline. It is folly to assume that the 
land we love can prosper and be a blessing to mankind if 
she no longer considers it necessary to recognize the will 
of the Eternal. No country can survive by apostasy. The 
laws of God stand, majestic and imperative, and they who 
disregard them can only perish. 


A few other unworthy moods and attitudes should be 





Our Children 


E DO NOT wish our children to grow in a world 
of strife and fear and hatred. We do not want 
our children to go to war. We do not want them 

to be handicapped by emotional disturbances and mal- 
adjustments. We do not want them to go to institu- 
tions for the treatment of nervous disorders. 

We do not want our children to become problem chil- 
dren to themselves and to their communities. We do 
not want them to go to reformatories and penitentiaries. 
We do not want them to live in degrading poverty or 
grinding drudgery, or to have no opportunities for recrea- 
tion or the enjoyment of the arts. We do not want 
them to live in a world of economic chaos. 

We do not want our children to be handicapped by 
rickets or other deficiency diseases. We do not want 
them to starve. 

We do not want children to be denied education and 
the freedom to think, nor to live in a world without 
education or with controlled schools. We do not want 
our children to live under the rule of sadistic police or 
repressive totalitarian government. We do not want 
them to be spiritually illiterate, or to be agnostic or 
athetistic. 

These possibilities are not wild figments of the dis- 
eased imagination of fear-mongering politicians or of 
fanatical clergymen. Rather are they the sober judg- 
ment of sober persons who consider them not only pos- 
sibilities but for all too many people actual realities in 
this world of ours. 

We do want. our children to live in freedom and in 
peace. We do want them to know God as their Father, 
to love all men as their brothers. We do want them to 
be worthy, intelligent, devoted Christians, consciously 
committed to doing the will of God as it is revealed 
in Christ Jesus. And for the realization of these high 
goals the church must accept her responsibilitity under 
God for the welfare of the children of the world. 


—MARY ALICE JONES at the first Montreat Confer- 
ence on Children’s Work, July, 1946. 
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mentioned at least briefly, for they are full of jeopardy and 
can issue in no good. There is the pride which Daniel 
Defoe called ‘‘The first peer and president of hell.’’ There 
is the perverted sense of values which esteems the things 
that can be seen and handled and ignores the treasures 
which our Lord commended. There is the desire for popu- 
larity which sets the pleasing of men above the fear of 
God, and is the cause of many seductions. There is the 
cynicism which sneers at human nature and pessimistically 
declares that rectitude is not worthwhile. Those who be- 
lieve that our conduct is inspired only by self-interest should 
heed Emerson’s word, “Don’t bark against the bad, but 
chant the beauty of the good.”’ There is prejudice, that 
offspring of ignorance and fomenter of injustice. There is 
animosity which poisons the soul and stirs up man against 
man, group against group, and nation against nation. 
‘“‘What more is there to hate in this world?” asks George E. 
Sokolsky. ‘‘Have we not had enough of it?” And there is 
selfishness than which there is probably no more detestable, 
sordid, ruinous frame of mind. Consider how diametrically 
contrary to the spirit of Christ, and, therefore, how finally 
fatal these dispositions are. 


Paul’s Way of Meeting the Need 


There is only one remedy for our faults, only one temper 
of mind which is in every way adequate to the exigencies 
of our situation. It is the spirit which Paul commended 
when he said, ‘‘Let this mind be in you, which was also 
in Christ Jesus.’”’ Of what was Paul thinking when he 
wrote these words? All the virtues and graces have their 
root and blossom in the Son of man. But the quality to 
which the apostle particularly referred is humility. For 
Christ ‘‘took upon himself the form of a servant, and being 
found in fashion as a man, humbled himself, and became 
obedient unto death.” 

There is too little humility among men. We have heard 
much derision and contempt of softness and loud exhorta- 
tions to be tough. But we are not called on to choose be- 
tween a weak leniency and a stubborn insistence on our own 
way. We are told ‘to do justly, and to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly” with our God. There is no inconsistency 
here. Rectitude and kindness go hand-in-hand. Moses, 
Isaiah, Paul, John Knox, and David Livingstone were not 
weaklings whom their hearers despised; they were leaders 
whose presence commanded respect. These men were kind 
but not soft, firm but not cruelly tough. They were “God’s 
gentlemen,’’ ready for any good service and afraid of no 
hardship or sacrifice. The first secret of their effective- 
ness was their knowledge that they were men and not 
gods, a fact which multitudes in our day have forgotten or 
have never learned. 


God’s Power Revealed 


The acceptance of the Cross by Jesus was the world’s 
supreme manifestation of humility, and in that act lay the 
power of God unto salvation. If to give one’s life for a 
friend and to return good for evil is softness; if the fear of 
God is sentimentality, then let us struggle out of this de- 
ceptive confusion of words and, recognizing the quality of 
true manhood when we see it, let us take our stand by the 
side of the heroes of the faith, and especially of Christ, for 
we may be sure that the opposite of their spirit is insanity 
or wickedness, either of which can issue only in ruin. 

To let that spirit be in us which was in Christ meq1s 
conversion or rebirth. It is a coming to ourselves, a re- 
turn to the Father’s house, an awareness of God, a state 
of being in our right minds. The only ground for optimism 
today is God in Christ, and the only way to a better world 
is fidelity to the Lord. “Once awaken the heart of even 
one man to an intense moral conviction,” said Dean Farrar, 
“and what can withstand it?’’ Our world is in desperate 
need of that kind of awakening, that quality of belief, that 
caliber of manhood today. Then for the sake of the world 
for which such precious blood has been shed, for that 
brighter future for which so many prayers have ascended, 
for the coming of that better day of brotherheod and for 
the abiding good of your own soul, “Let this mind be in 
you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” 
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BOOK SECTION 


FROM SCENES LIKE THESE. By Ethel Wallace. 
Hathaway & Brother, Philadelphia, 1945. 223 pp. $2.00. 

The author in the foreword presents her thesis that 
could we, as individuals and a nation, but return to the 
“Christian beliefs, principles and inhibitions upon which 
this nation was founded’ we would again find the essence 
of true greatness. 





“From scenes like these, old Scotia’s grandeur springs, 
That makes her loved at home, rever’d abroad.”’ 


With informal charm Ethel Wallace tells of the life of 
the large family in which she was reared. Written without 
pedantry, attempting to set forth no rules of conduct for 
today, the author nevertheless lays an undercurrent of em- 
phasis on the distinctively Christian atmosphere of a home 
where mother, father, grandparents, aunts and children 
were devout Christians. From nostalgic reminiscences of 
“things of yesterday” the author brings the narrative down 
to ‘‘things of today’’—World War II, letters from the front, 
service in a military hospital at home. 

To those who can recall a similar background this book 
will stir fond memories; to those who cannot it will re- 
veal that life in a Christian family is anything but dull and 
uneventful. 

ELEANOR C. (MRS. DONALD G.) MILLER. 
Richmond. 


INTRODUCING THE NEW TESTAMENT. By Archibald 
M. Hunter. Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 120 pages. 
$1.00. 

Here is an excellent little book to place in the hands 
of laymen and young people needing help to find their way 
in the New Testament. Briefly and in non-technical lan- 
guage, the author has applied the work of New Testament 
scholars respecting sources, authorship, and chronology to 
fourteen representative books of the New Testament, with 
positive results for faith and thought. 

Memphis, Tenn. LAURENCE F. KINNEY. 


RELIGION IN RUSSIA. By Robert Pierce Casey. Harper 
and Brothers. New York. 195 pp. $2.00. 

Every day the need for knowing Russia better is em- 
phasized by the news. Religion is always important in the 
knowledge of a people and hence the timeliness of this 
book, the substance of which was delivered as the Lowell 
Institute lectures at Harvard University. There is a spirit 
of enthusiasm in this volume generated by the conviction 
of a teacher who believes in the vital importance of know- 
ing Russia as our partner in the reconstruction of the 
world, and also of his admiration of the Russian Orthodox 
Church. One purpose of the book might be seen as a 
presentation of the stubborn power of Christian faith in 
Russia, and how Marx’s idea that Christianity was done for 
has been proven false. The first chapter gives a historical 
sketch of the imperial church wherein a religious system 
developed giving proof of the frequently repeated state- 
ment that power corrupts and absolute power corrupts ab- 
solutely. The necessity for religious and governmental 
reforms, the rise of the sectarian movements, the social 
passion seeking the enlightenment and welfare of the 
masses combine to give us sympathetic insight into some 
of the purposes and practices of the Russians. Mistakes 
have been made in the seeking after reforms, and great 
wrongs have been done. However, there are indications to- 
day that the soul of the people is demanding something 
more than a materialistic concept of the meaning of life. 
Orthodoxy is going through a revival. There has been a 
change in the Soviet authorities toward the church. “The 
relationship between the Russian Church and other com- 
munions, except the Roman Catholics, have improved since 
the war.” 

The book is well done and holds the interest of the 
reader from the beginning to the end. In a time when 
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DID YOU KNOW 


—that the 12 Christian bodies in America having more 
than a million members 13 years of age or over are, and 
have grown, as follows (figures from the 1937 and 1945 
yearbooks): 





Membership Growth 
Southern Baptist 2.00.0 cccescs 5,368,530 30.4% 
Romam COtROMEe «2. nccs ccs 14,797,479 17.0 
American Lutheran Conf...... 1,189,483 16.5 
Luthern Synodical Conf...... 1,168,849 11.9 
The Methodist Church....... 7,400,000 11.8 
National Baptist (Negro).... 3,700,078 9.3 
United Lutheran ......ce00: 1,213,985 9.0 
Congregational Christian 1,075,401 9.0 
Protestant Episcopal ........ 1,501,777 ye 
Presbyterian, USA ....secere 1,960,300 6.8 
Northern Baptist ......-c0s- 1,478,111 4.6 
Disciples of Christ ........... 1,504,115 6 





By R.L. ST. CLAIR ® 





so much is written with prejudice, on either one side or 
the other, this has the appeal of being as objective as it 
is possible for a book on Russia to be. 
JAMES W. JACKSON. 
Columbia, S. C. 


NATURE AND VALUES. By Edgar Sheffield Brightman. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury, Nashville and New York. 171 pp. 
$1.50. 

Dr. Brightman is well known as a philosopher of per- 
sonalism which may be defined as ‘“‘the belief that con- 
scious personality is both the supreme value and the su- 
preme reality in the universe.’’ This volume is very val- 
uable in its attack on naturalism as a satisfying philosophy 
of life. The author correctly understands that one of the 
deepest needs of our time is a comprehensive philosophy 
of life. He is right too in his insistence that our universe 
cannot be understood at all apart from such questions as 
purpose and value. The preoccupation of the best minds 
of our age with the world of science—the world of ma- 
terial realities—has meant that all too often a shallow 
philosophy of naturalism has had behind it the authority 
of minds great in scientific achievement but not disci- 
plined in philosophical thinking. The author deserves our 
commendation for his attack on naturalism in terms of 
personalism. 

But in his attempt to see all of nature in personal 
terms the author gees too far and loses the practical dual- 
ism; in which the distinction between mattér and spirit 
is preserved. He says, for example, that ‘‘all material 
property not only belongs to God but is actually a part 
ef God himself’’ (p. 163). The Christian view of creation 
in which matter is created by mind and used by mind but 
is not a part of mind would seem to me to be a much more 
satisfactory statement of the relation of God (and of man) 
to the material universe. 

HOLMES ROLSTON. 
Charlotte, N. C. 


TRIALS OF GREAT MEN OF THE BIBLE. By Clarence 
Edward Macartney. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, Nashville 
and New York, 1946. 189 pp., $1.50. 

This volume of fifteen sermons demonstrates again the 
ability of Dr. Macartney to hit upon an arresting idea for 
a sermon series. The word “trial’’ is used here in the broad 
sense of test. The plan behind the book is a good one, and 
the sermons themselves are characteristically Scriptural and 
practical. 


Bluefield, W. Va. HARMON B. RAMSEY. 
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EDITORIAL 


Pocketed Pastors 

When we face the facts we are forced 
to the conclusion that all too many of 
our problems in the church are involved 
in the difficulties which are inherent in 
of exchanging pastorates. 
Notwithstanding the help which the 
Commissions on the Minister and His 
Work have brought in some presbyteries 
in facilitating changes and in more 
rapidly filling the central 
problem has not been met and there are 
some so pessimistic as to declare that 
it cannot be met without a fundamental 
change in the government of the church, 
The problem does not have to be 
sketched. It is well known and widely 
recognized. It is simply that of the 
pastor who feels it to be for the best 
interests of all and for the 
advancement of the Kingdom him 
to be called to another field of service, 
but no suitable call seems to come; and 
it is that of congregations which are 
persuaded that 
beloved, may have overstayed his call, 
but they find no suitable method of 
effecting a change. 

In the Presbyterian Church, USA, the 
last General Assembly heard this prob- 
lem discussed under the leadership of 
former Moderator Roy Ewing Vale who 
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spoke for a Special Committee on Pas- 
toral Relations which had been at work 
for two years. The term most fre- 
quently used in connection with the re- 
port was ‘“‘Pocketed Pastors.’’ So much 
of the study reported by Dr. Vale is 
pertinent to any Presbyterian denomina- 
tion, that we are giving our attention 
to it here. 

The Assembly has had for several 
years certain Ministerial Relations Com- 
mittees in its presbyteries. Out of 245 
presbyteries reporting, 81% had in six 
years time set up such committees 
which correspond to Southern Presby- 
terian commissions on the minister and 
his work. The committee reported ‘a 
high correlation between those who have 
given it a fair trial and those convinced 
of its value.”” Action was taken by the 
Assembly looking toward the establish- 
ment of “The General Assembly’s De- 
partment of Ministerial Relations.”’ 


“The difficulties in the way of both 
ministers and congregations when a 
change in pastorate seems indicated, are 
real and distressing. In every section 
of our beloved church this condition is 
found, 

“Furthermore, distribution of oppor- 
tunity is very unequal. In one synod 
present time there is pressing 
demand for twenty men, who, as yet, 
cannot be obtained. On the other hand, 
in another synod a church of modest 
dimensions seeking a pastor had before 
it the names of 72 men, many of whom 
were believed to be receptive to an in- 
vitation from this particular church, 

““Many men hesitate over going into 
the more remote sections of our chureh 
for fear of being pocketed, They do 
not lack zeal for the work, but they wish 
assurance that when a change of pas- 
torate is indicated there will be a digni- 
fied way by which they may be brought 
to the consideration of other congrega- 
tions. 

“Our church needs to 
doors of opportunity. 

“Congregations in 
districts feel that 


swing new 
the more remote 
they are overlooked 
in the attention which should bring 
strong men to lead in building their 
strength. If we do not give much 
greater and immediate attention to 
these districts, and to our rural work as 
a whole, we shall pay the price of a 
great loss. The Roman Catholic Chureh 
is even now pressing into these oppor- 
tunities. 

“Our church needs to build new roads 
into these opportunities, that our minis- 
ters and people may be bound together 
in much wider acquaintance and coop- 
eration in these matters, 

“The relation between pastor and 
people is so delicate, because spiritual, 
that problems may and do arise in any 
section, city or rural. For this reason, 
the Ministerial Relations Committee was 
established in presbytery organization 
by action of the 1938 General Assembly. 

“The 1944 General Assembly ap- 
pointed a Special Committee on Pastoral 
Relocation. This committee made 
extersive studies, recommending to the 
1946 assembly the establishment of a 
new department for purposes of infor- 
mation and coordination. They also 
call for the bringing together of eight 
regional conferences to promote ac- 
quaintance and cooperation, consequent 
widening of opportunity, across synodi- 
cal boundaries. The recommendations 
urged the establishment of a salary 


floor because of actual needs. 
“The committee also brought certain 
suggestions looking to the invigoration 
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of the ministry as a whole, such as in- 
creased emphasis upon cultivation of 
the private spiritual life, a regular 
church visitation by presbytery, and the 
value of Faith and Life seminars. 

“The chairman of the committee has 
said, ‘After visiting much of the church 
as moderator, I hold even more deeply 
my always profound conviction that the 
usefulness and progress of our church 
depends in the last analysis upon what 
is done by us in the particular churches, 
as ministers and people. The official 
assignments of our board secretaries and 
other officials are vastly important, but 
it is we, the pastors and people, who 
must be the foot-soldiers to slog through 
the mud and advance the line. The 
cause of Christ will win or lose in pro- 
portion to what we do. This is our high 
calling. 

“The recommendation preserves the 
balance between liberty and authority 
which the Presbyterian Church desires. 
The presbyteries will now decide.” 


Although our church has had such 
committees for about ten years, we 
continue to face many of the same prob- 
lems outlined by Dr. Vale. Because of 
this our Assembly has submitted a far- 
reaching plan to presbytery committees 
for study between now and next Jan- 
uary. This plan would effect a decided 
change in our organizational structure 
in its effort to correct the difficulties. 
It was described in these columns May 
6. 





The Voice of Protestantism 

There is a difference between the 
voice of Roman Catholicism and the 
voice of Protestantism, To understand 
the difference we must recall the differ- 
ing basic assumptions of the two groups. 
It is the same as that which exists be- 
tween totalitarianism and democracy. 

When the Catholic nierarchy speaks 
it claims the voice of authority, but it 
is not the voice of the considered judg- 
ment of representatives in open assem- 
bly. When a Protestant voice speaks it 
does not claim divine authority, but it 
is the voice of the considered judgment 
of representatives in open assembly. 

Dr. John G. Garth of Mecklenburg 
Presbytery in commenting on the Colum- 
bus meeting of the Federal Council in 
the Charlotte Observer of April 14 con- 
cluded his article with this paragraph: 
“The Federal Council was first orga- 
nized in 1998, and was incorporated in 
1924 and is possibly the greatest in- 
fluence in America for advancing the 
spirit and practice of unity in the 
churches. It enables them to speak with 
one voice. It is the Protestant Voice of 
the Western Hemisphere.” 

I believe that the Federal Council is 
increasingly the Protestant voice of the 
Western Hemisphere, But another 
difference should be noted between the 
voice of a Protestant denomination and 
the voice of the Federal Council. When 
the supreme body in a Protestant de- 
nomination speaks it does have 
authority within that denomination. 
When the Federal Council speaks it is 
the voice of considered judgment, it is 
advice to its constituent members, it is 
suggestion as to cooperative procedure, 
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but it is binding upon no denomination. 

While lacking authority to enforce 
its deliverances, the veice of the Fed- 
eral Council is powerful and far-reach- 
ing. Whatever authority it has is the 
authority of truth and conscience. The 
council is a representative body, as 
democratic in its organization and in 
its discussions as is the Congress of the 
United States or as is the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church. 

When critics of the council in written 
articles or in public debate ask ‘‘Does 
the Federal Council speak for Southern 
Presbyterians?”’ or when they say, ‘At 
one moment the council claims to be 
the voice of Protestantism and the next 
moment claims that it is not the voice 
of the churches,’’ they reveal a lack of 
understanding of the nature of this fed- 
eration. 

When the Federal Council speaks it 
is the voice of Protestantism of the 
Western Hemisphere. It is a voice 
arrived at in open discussion by duly 
elected representatives of the constitu- 
ent denominations. It is the only 
channel through which the judgment of 
twenty-five million members can become 
articulate. It is counsel, not law. It 
is cooperative planning, not enforce- 
ment. It is a call to the churches, not 
a command. The only authority it has 
is when its voice rightly interprets the 
mind of Christ. 

JOHN M. ALEXANDER. 


GUEST EDITORS 


Worship and Work Before Union 
We have always maintained that 
church unity wil be attained not by a 
commission who think they know what 
ought to be, but rather as the result 
of habits of cooperation and fellowship 
in work and worship. Therefore, we 
can do most to further the success of 
the plan for union with the Presby- 
terians by following the practice of 
many Episcopal and _ Presbyterian 
churches of learning to worship and 
work together, so that legislation will 
not be mere ‘“‘passing of a law” to force 
us together, but the legislative vali- 
dation of a unity which we have already 
in a measure learned to value and en- 
joy —THE CHURCHMAN (N. Y.). 








Grace Hospital School of . 
Nursing 


MORGANTON, NORTH CAROLINA 
Due to change in system, few Carolina 
high schools graduated students in 1946. 
Recent graduates in other states are of- 
fered opportunity for nurse training in an 
accredited school. Write Director of 
Nurses. 


Mitchell College 


STATESVILLE, N. C. 
Accredited Junior College. Terminal and 
transfer courses. Liberal arts. Music, 
Commercial and fine arts. One and two- 
year secretarial. Small classes Individ- 
ualized attention. Homelike atmosphere. 
Residence for girls. Board and tuition 
$364-$374. Scholarships available. Presby- 
terian. Write for catalog P. 

Frances Stribling, Presideat 
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Snake Handling and the New Testament 
By JAMES W. KENNEDY 





EDITORS’ NOTE—With the annual 
revival of snake handling activities in 
the name of religion this article by 
James W. Kennedy, Episcopal minister 
of Lexington, Kentucky, is very much 
to the point. It appeared first in The 
Southern Churchman, 


HE MOST MYSTIFYING and re- 

volting practice of ‘‘religion’”’ I 

have ever seen stared at me re- 
cently from a magazine. It was the 
picture of the much publicized snake 
handling cult that flourishes in certain 
parts of Virginia and Tennessee. The 
picture showed the cult around the open 
coffin of a deceased member—dead from 
a snake bite, with the snake that bit him 
coiled on his stomach—and clustered 
close at the head was the widow and a 
preacher and other members fondling 
writhing, deadly snakes. The least one 
can say is that such fanatical misrepre- 
sentations of the Christian religion are 
proof of how far man can misunder- 
stand, misinterpret and be led astray by 
the Bible itself. The passage which 
began the whole business was Mark 16: 
17-18: ‘‘And those signs shall follow 
them that believe; in my name they 
shall cast out devils; they shall speak 


with new tongues; they shall . . .take 
up serpents and if they drink any deadly 
thing it shall not hurt them... .” 


Here is illustrated one of the tragic 
dangers of fundamentalism. If these 
sects would take the time to read what 
the foremost scholars have to say about 
such a passage as this one, they would 
find more of the light of truth shed upon 
the path of the Christian religion which 
we feel God intends us to walk, and 
would see that the limited primitive 
path of superstition and fanatical faith 
is not even close to the light-illumined 
one, 

In the first place this passage occurs 
in the so-called longer ending of Mark 
which was not in the original version 
and which was an attempt to complete 
what the writer felt to be an unfinished 
Gospel. The reference to. snakes is 
similar to the story in Acts 28:3f where 
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Paul, while gathering sticks to feed a 
fire, aroused a poisonious viper from his 
slumber and it fastened onto Paul’s 
hand. Paul flung it off, and contrary 
to the expectations of the witnesses, no 
harm came to him, There is no place 
in the New Testament where we are ad- 
monished to take up serpents and tempt 
them to strike us dead. But rather that 
we would be given power to trample 
them under foot, the serpent being the 
frequently used symbol of evil. 

Today we believe that, instead of 
praising God by shouting ‘‘Precious 
God” and ‘Glory to His Name” while 
fondling a rattlesnake or expiring under 
its deadly poison, we must praise him 
by seeking his wili for the situations of 
life and making manifest his plan in 
every phase of that life. 


ELIGION has been a long time 

catching up with the farthest out- 

reach of itself, and a large per- 
centage of those who profess faith in a 
Jesus Christ, who came to save men 
from such confusion and folly of faith, 
are still living in the age of devils 
and fearful superstitions. We wonder 
today about the tremendous advances of 
science and the snail-like progress of 
religion in comparison. It is true that 
religion must deal with variable Adams 
and not invariable atoms. But the func- 
tion of both science and religion is to 
discover truth; and religion has a far- 
ther responsibility—to apply it through 
the wise leadership of ‘‘better men,” 
who must control the production of 
science or else be faced with things even 
more deadly than rattlesnakes. 

I am convinced that the fervor and 
display of such sects as represented by 
the Dolly Pond Church of God is a 
caricature on the will of God and his 
plan for our life on this earth. When 
the Christian religion is limited to snake 
charming, woe betide the One World 
which is striving against the tides of 
time and circumstances for survival on 
the high level of its God-given destiny. 

Let serpents be the symbol of evil if 
we will, but never the testing ground 
for faith in a wise and loving Father 
God. 
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Few, If Any, Challenges of the Present Hour Are Greater Than That of— 


CHRISTIAN COOPERATION 


By MRS. E. F. HORINE 





N RECENT MONTHS and years we 
home women have made a signifi- 
cant discovery. Forced upon us in 

many cases by the shortage of help, we 
have had to work out a plan whereby 
each member of the family should as- 
sume responsibility for the performance 
of the tasks of the household. Perhaps 
to our surprise, we have found how 
quickly and efficiently the work was 
done as we all shared in the doing of 
it. And, even more important than the 
smooth functioning of the business of 
housekeeping was the new spirit of 
camaraderie, of mutual understanding 
and appreciation which developed be- 
tween us and our children and among 
the children themselves as they worked 
together toward a self-assumed goal. 
a + - 

A somewhat similar situation con- 
fronts our church today. The ever-ex- 
panding areas of responsibility which 
confront us as we face a world starving 
both physically and spiritually and the 
demand for action before it is too late 
force upon us a sense of futility when 
we think of meeting their challenge 
alone whether as individuals or as de- 
nominations. Cooperation then becomes 
an imperative as indeed it is our only 
hope. 

. , * 

In the foreign mission endeavor we 
have a striking and encouraging ex- 
ample of increased efficiency and 


economy brought about through the 
sharing in resources both in finance and 
personnel in the Foreign Missions Con- 
ference wherein 123 foreign mission 
boards and agencies in the United States 
and Canada have united for conference 
and cooperative planning. Working to- 
gether toward the high and common 
goal of reaching the world for Christ, 
denominational jealousies and differ- 
ences have given way to a growing sense 
of goodwill and brotherhood. 
* * * 

Unfortunately, at home we have 
shown less zeal for a united program 
of evangelization. Dr. Charles Clayton 
Morrison in the June 12 Christian Cen- 
tury shows that with only twice the 
membership of the Catholic Church we 
Protestants have seventeen and a halt 
times as many churches—230,000 in 
the United States. He asserts that this 
would be an occasion for satisfaction 
were they properly distributed, but that 
instead, nearly all of these exist side by 
side with other Protestant churches in 
small and large communities. He adds, 
“They are not there because the com- 
munity needs them nor because Prot- 
estantism needs them. They are there 
because each one of the more than 200 
denominational ‘churches’ imagines that 
its peculiar brand of Protestantism 
ought to be propagated by the organi- 
zation and maintenance of its own local 
churches regardless of the effect upon 
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these communities and upon Protestant 
Christianity as a whole.’’ What a sweep- 
ing indictment this! Whether or not 
we will agree with Dr. Morrison’s analy- 
sis of the reasons behind such a con- 
dition we can scarcely question the 
figures which follow—that of the $700 
million annually given by the Prot- 
estant laity of the United States 80% 
is spent upon the upkeep of these local 
churches, leaving only $140 million for 
all other expenditures, including ‘‘be- 
nevolences.”” Nor as we look about us 
can we deny the truth of his charge 
that ‘“‘there is scarcely a town or vil- 
lage that is not scandalously over- 
chureched. Four, five and six Protestant 
churches in towns of less than 
1,000 inhabitants.’’ Further, while he 
points out the financial waste of main- 
taining 230 denominational agencies for 
the administration of home missions he 
charges that the waste in ecumenicity 
resulting from such a system far tran- 
scends the financial. 
x . . 


While we rejoice at every indication 
of interest in the uniting of denomi- 
nations, any such process will inevitably 
be far too slow to meet present exigen- 
cies. Many will be the opinions as to 
the wisdom and feasibility of union, but 
surely there can be no question as to 
the necessity for closer cooperation of 
churches at all levels, whether local 
or national, for the sake of efficiency 


and Christian brotherhood. 
. * * 


The Federal Council of Churches has 
increasingly through the years afforded 
a channel through which the concerns 
of Protestantism could be dealt with 
unitedly, and our recent General As- 
sembly has reaffirmed its confidence in 
it. Related to the Federal Council in 
somewhat the same way in which the 
women of the Presbyterian Church, US, 
are related to the courts of our church, 
THE UNITED COUNCIL OF CHURCH 
WOMEN now offers women an oppor- 
tunity for united worship, study and 
action that their vast power might be 
better utilized for the extension of the 


Kingdom in such a time as this. 
+ * + 


Most of you have shared no doubt 
in the thrilling experience of the World 
Day of Prayer when women of all races 
the world around lift up their hearts 
to God in common praise and petition. 
Two other occasions are included in the 
program of the UNITED COUNCIL OF 
CHURCH WOMEN, Community Day in 
November, and World Fellowship Day 
in May, featuring Home and Foreign 
Missions, respectively. 

* + * 

Will you not write at once for de- 

scriptive free folders to 


The United Council of Church Women, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York 10, N. Y. 


Having this material well in mind, will 
you not get together with the World 
Day of Prayer Committee in your com- 
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munity and plan at once for the No- 
vember study? Having witnessed the 
values in such united effort you will 
surely want to set up a permanent local 
council of all Protestant church women, 
that through cooperation we may in the 
bonds of Christian neighborliness build 
together in the Kingdom of our Father. 


CHURCH NEWS 





From the Montreat 


Conferences 


Alston Sees Critical Period 
Of Opposition In Coming Years 

In words of warning, Wallace M. 
Alston, of Druid Hills church, Atlanta, 
spoke to the leadership training school 
in session at Montreat, N. C., recently, 
as he said, 

“T believe that in the decade before 
us the church is going to face a des- 
perate conflict against spiritual wicked- 
ness in high places . . against powers 
and principalities,’’ Dr. Alston declared. 
“This opposition will almost certainly 
show itself through a resurgence of na- 
tionalism and_ isolationism, through 
racialism and class strife, through op- 
position to the missionary enterprise, 
through Godless materialism, through 
narrow’ sectarianism. I believe we 
would be blind and inexcusably stupid 
not to face the fact that the church has 
ahead of her a critical period of opposi- 
tion from forces on the outside. . 


“It is God’s will that the church shall 
be ecumenical—that it shall stretch all 
barriers and bind together all who serve 
Christ sincerely. It will be a church 
that is practical, evangelical, concerned 
with the gospel of a Redeemer who can 
make men different and change human 
society from center to circumference. 
God does not require another instru- 
ment. Hecan purge the church of dross 
and lift it by his power for the accom- 
plishment of his purpose on earth.” 


Church Said to Be Surrendering 
Fundamental Work of Guidance 


In his class on clinical psychology, D. 
Maurice Allan, Hampden-Sydney profes- 
sor of philosophy and psychology, teach- 
ing a group of ministers in the Montreat 
school, said, ‘‘We face a world in des- 
perate need of personal guidance and 
mental healing. We have suddenly 
waked up to the fact that millions of 
people have lost their way in life or 
are unfit for the tasks that society de- 
mands of them. Forty per cent, when 
interviewed, declare that if they had to 
begin life over again they would choose 
some other occupation. 

“A fourth of our workers are still un- 
skilled laborers, their capacities largely 
unrealized,” said Dr. Allan. “In the 
South this proportion is much larger. 
Of the four and a half million young 
men rejected as unfit for military serv- 
ice, fully a third were refused on ac- 
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count of mental disability. A similar 
proportion of all casualties returned 
from the theaters of war were cases of 
nervous and mental breakdown. 


“In the country at large, more than 
half the hospital beds are occupied by 
those with mental diseases. The fact 
that one out of every five marriages now 
terminates in divorce is significant not 
so much in itself as it is a symptom of 
widespread marital unhappiness 
among those who stay together. 


even 


“It has been quite conclusively shown 
that most of the juvenile delinquency, 
whose rate has been alarmingly increas- 
ing of late, comes from broken homes, 
or unhappy ones. Most of the problem 
children in our schools are children 
whose parents are themselves frustrated 
or maladjusted. 


A Primary Need 


“It is not surprising that educators 
have pronounced personal guidance to 
be the primary need of the home, the 
school and of society. Vocational guid- 
ance bureaus and mental hygiene 
clinics are springing up all over the 
country under the_ supervision of 
schools, government agencies, and in- 
dusiry. However, the church has been 
slow to take its place in providing help 
in this area of need. 

“The unprecedented demand for guid- 
ance and therapy presents a_ definite 
challenge to the church. And it may 
be seriously doubted whether the aver- 
age church is as yet really doing much 
to meet the intimate tangles and heart- 
aches of its members, far less to reach 
out to help the desperate gropings of 
uncounted thousands outside its walls. 
Is it possible for the church to preserve 
its supreme functions as the spiritual 
guide of mankind if this important task 
is surrendered more and more to a new 
profession of ‘human engineers’ or per- 
sonality experts? 

“There is good reason to believe that 
most mental illness is acquired in child- 
hood rather than inherited, and that it 
consists of bad habits of mind, body and 
spirit, of thought and emotion, which 
can be corrected if discovered in time 
and dealt with in the right manner. If 
a child learns to live rightly with God 
and with his fellowmen, after the beau- 
tiful pattern of mental and social health 
intended by the Creator, as revealed in 
Christ, he will be at harmony within 
himself and a blessing rather than a 
burden to society.” 


Tillett Calls to ‘Undramatic’ 
Movement Toward World Peace 


Responsibility for a World War III 
rests with each individual, since the re- 
sponsibility for the use of peace in the 
world also depends upon each one, said 
Charles W. Tillett, Charlotte, N. C., at- 
torney, as he spoke at the Montreat 
leadership school. Said Mr. Tillett: 
“Such matters as the problems of food, 
health, trade, employment, and so on, 
are vital if enduring peace is to be 
achieved. The processes of peace are 
not dramatic, they are achieved through 
agreement. 

“The causes of war are generally 
classified by the United Nations under 
such headings as_ idealistic, physical, 
juridical and political, but the cause of 
war is not any one of these things; 
rather, it results from a gathering to- 
gether of all these elements into a 
variety of complaints, conflicts of human 
beings, differences and cumulative de- 
sires. War is simple because it is death. 
Peace is difficult because it is life, and 
life is a complicated and 
process. 


continuing 


“In a free world law must contain the 
elements of a public opinion that sup- 
ports it and an organized government 
that enforces it. Of these two elements 
much the more important is the element 
of public opinion supporting the law. 
This is the reason why it is essential, if 
the United Nations is to function effec- 
tively to attain its’ objectives, that the 
people of America and of the world must 
personally support it. 

“The objective of the United Nations 
is peace that will recognize the dignity 
and the value of the human person and 
the social process toward better under- 
standings in life which issue in larger 
freedom. 

“Since the objective of the United 
Nations is the creation of world condi- 
tions which are also the objective of the 
Christian religion, it is, I believe, in- 
evitable when the objectives of the 
United Nations are attained that it will 
be found that the Christian religion will 
be the one religion that will then satisfy 
the spiritual needs of the peoples of the 
world.” 
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TRAVELOG 


By JULIA LAKE KELLERSBERGER 





URINAM, South America, Pa- 
ramaribo. Just arrived by plane 

from Port of Spain, Trinidad. ... 
The U. S. has built a road of bauxite 
leading to Paramaribo. It is called the 
richest road in the world, or the “alum- 
inum”’ road, because it is covered with 
red bauxite. We were amazed 
to find that there are only 180,000 peo- 
ple in the colony, which is, in area, five 
times as big as Holland. When 
the tidal 
Surinam River we found houses built in 
an entirely distinct type of architecture, 
two and three stories high but very 
narrow, most with only one or two 
rooms on each floor. . . We are stay- 
ing at the home of the manager of a 
bauxite company, Mr. and Mrs. Mazyk, 
lovely cultured Dutch people. They 
have a very beautiful home built just 
for the tropics, cool and surrounded by 


beautiful tropical flowers. . 
* . * 


we reached Paramaribo on 


Eugene (Dr. Kellersberger) spoke at 
the Sunday night service in the Mora- 
vian and Dutch Reformed (combined) 
church here. It was the annual report 
night of the Moravian leper colony. 
Evidently the people were very much 


interested in this work for the pastor 
estimated that 1,000 people were 
there. This beautiful church will hold 
1,700 worshippers and it seemed nearly 
full, even to the third balcony. .. . 
All had their heads covered and tfie 
variety of hats and bandannas was mar- 
velous to behold. The Governor was 
there and everybody was dressed in Tiis 
best. The ushers wore dress shirts, 
black bow ties, etc. Men and women 
sat on separate sides of the church. The 
service was in Dutch so we could not 
understand it, but Eugene spoke in Eng- 
lish. The people were worshipful and 
quiet. 
+ + * 

We have just returned from a visit to 
two leprosariums here. There are three 
in one place—something we have never 
seen before and never expect to see 
again: a Protestant colony supported by 
the Lutherans, the Dutch Reformed and 
the Moravian churches; a Roman Catho- 
lic colony right in the heart of the city; 
and a government colony across the 
Surinam River. The Roman Catholic 
colony is much better equipped than the 
Protestant colony, but both are doing 
a good work. Two of the sisters have 
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contracted leprosy while serving there. 
We visited them and saw one faithful 
sister who has been there 48 years, 
washing clothes in the laundry. Her 
hands were hard, wrinkled and work- 
worn. She was wearing wooden shoes. 
I felt honored to clasp the hand of one 
so faithful as she. She has not left the 
convent in all that time. The 
Jewish doctor—state doctor—for all 
three colonies is a wonderful man. The 
patients love him very much and he 
jokes with them and has nicknames for 
almost all of them. He has such a jolly 
personality that he lifts their morale at 
once. Some of the nicknames he gives 
them are Cocoa, Steam Whistle, Funny 
Face, Mother Taboo—the worse names 
he calls them the better they like it. 
Believe it or not, the name of this nice 
government doctor is “Dr. Good Mos- 
quito.” At least the pronunciation of 
it sounds exactly like that and if there 
was ever a good mosquito he is one. 


* * * 


Many of the patients wear wooden 
shoes (this being a Dutch colonial pos- 
session), so I did a clog dance in them, 
only my wooden shoes wouldn’t stay on. 
One poor litle boy with a terribly swol- 
len face hid behind the others so I 
couldn’t see him. So many little chil- 
dren were there it was heartbreaking. 
God gives to childhood, however, the 
wonderful ability of adjustment and of 
forgetfulness of sorrow. They have 
many pets—monkeys, parrots, the beau- 
tiful South American macaws, little ca- 
naries, ducks and chickens—plus vege- 
table and flower gardens. Though liv- 
ing conditions were crowded, still there 
was a ball field and playground—all in 
the very heart of the city, surrounded 
by a high wall. 

+ * * 


Many of the patients with leprosy 
here have inspired us very much... . 
One man with no fingers played on the 
piano for us with the stumps of hands 
and sang in a beautiful voice, ‘‘Take the 
world and give me Jesus.” . We 
have already visited ten colonies and 
seen seven thousand people with leprosy. 
Eugene is learning much and giving out 
much. God is marvelously answering 
prayers in opening up new avenues of 
service for us in this work, and in our 
mission. Eugene spend his time with 
doctors and colonies and government of- 
ficials, and in nearly every place we 
have a public meeting to educate the 
people more about the problem, and also 
to let them ask questions in informal 
discussions. This method is a real suc- 
cess. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—Dr. and Mrs. Eu- 
gene Kellersberger, former Southern 
Presbyterian missionaries to Africa, 
now directing the American Mission to 
Lepers, are on a far-flung tour. Each 
week we are reporting from Mrs. Kel- 
lersberger’s letters, items of interest. 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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Jesus and Reverence for Spiritual Values 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JULY 28 


Exodus 20:7; Levit. 19:12; Matthew 5:33-37; Mark 7:5-8 


Our lessons this quarter deal with 
the Ten Commandments and the teach- 
ing of Jesus. The first commandment, 
as we have seen, deals with God’s 
Being; the second with God’s Worship; 
the third, with which we are now con- 
cerned, with God’s Name. 


I. The Negative—What Is Forbidden 


“Thou shalt not take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain.”’ 

The Hebrew word translated ‘in 
vain’? means literally “to take up for 
unreality,” ‘‘to make use of for any 
idle, frivolous, or insincere purpose.”’ 
The commandment forbids us, then, to 
attribute nothingness to Jehovah’s 
name, to treat it as empty vanity. ‘‘This 
covers more than perjury, or blas- 
phemy; all profanity is forbidden, all 
frivolity in connection with a Being so 
august. Hence the Septuagint renders 
it, ‘Thou shalt not take the name of 
Jehovah thy God upon a vain or frivo- 
lous pretext.’’”’ Says Driver, ‘‘God’s 
name is not to be desecrated either by 
false swearing, or by using disrespect- 
fully for any other frivolous or idle pur- 
pose, as in cursing or reviling, or to 
predict the future (Jer. 27:15).” 

But the prohibition is even more 
sweeping. In Hebrew usage the name 
of a person frequently represented the 
nature, the personality, of the one who 
bore it. This is especially true of God. 
No name is given to him which is not 
expressive of what he is in his inmost 
nature. (Cf. I John 4:8; Exodus 23:1; 
Levit. 19:12; Dt. 5:11; 24:48; Psalms 
15:4; 139:20; I John 1:5). The name 
of God, then, represents the character 
and attributes of the Divine Being. If, 
in the third commandment, the name 
of God be understood in this broad 
sense, as properly it should be, every 
sort of profaneness, all desecration of 
things connected with God will be for- 
bidden by it.” 

More specifically we may say that 
four sins are forbidden in the third 
commandment: first, profanity; second, 
irreverence; third, perjury, and, fourth, 
hypocrisy. 

1. Profanity. There are some men 
whose common speech is interlarded 
with the coarse and profane use of God’s 
name. And there are others who do not 
commonly use such language them- 
selves, but who think it mildly, or it 
may be uproariously,, humorous when 
used by others—on the stage, for ex- 
ample. ‘‘Let us face the facts in cold 
reason,’ says John H. Powell in his 
fine study on the Ten Commandments. 
“To use God’s name lightly, to curse 
and swear with all the volubility of 
which the human tongue is capable, is 
no mark of intellectual ability, no in- 


dication of great manliness and cour- 
age. And it is neither smart nor funny. 
It takes no brains whatever to swear. 
Everybody knows the words and names 
that are constantly on some men’s 
tongues.”” And we might add that those 
who are the most adept in profanity 
are usually the least intelligent, the 
least witty, and have the most restrictea 
vocabulary at their command. 

Powell adds: ‘Do not suppose that 
you can use profanity and not reap the 
vengeance of Almighty God. You will 
not be struck dead with a thunderbolt. 
No sudden catastrophe will overtake 
you. But you will not avoid the in- 
evitable consequence of irreverence. 
Slowly, but inevitably, the High Places 
of your life will be leveled down, and 
there will be nothing left that is holy 
and sacred. You cannot take God’s 
name in vain and continue to revere 
him. Gradually all idea of him, all 
appreciation of his majesty and glory 
will go, and what should be the finest 
influence in your life will be dead.” 
If we think this is merely religious 
cant, try it on some other subject, your 
mother’s, for example. Start using her 
name with an oath, a curse, a light and 
meaningless term upon your lips and 
see how long your respect and love for 
her will last. ‘“‘You know the truth. 
Your respect and love for her would 
have been gone long before you ever 
began to use her name so. No man 
speaks lightly and irreverently of the 
things he really reveres and loves.”’ 

2. Irreverence. Another way by 
which men violate this commandment 
is by carelessly, jokingly, irreverently 
using the name of God, of his Son, 
Jesus Christ, in stories and jokes. 
“Stories are told in which the name of 
God is made use of in such a way as 
to affect men with a false humor. Such 
tales should be shunned as men would 
shun the fires of hell. In every instance 
where men permit themselves to look 
at sacred things in a frivolous light 
there is evil reaction upon the heart 
and consciousness; they are robbing 
themselves of that sacred sense of ven- 
eration and reverence for God without 
which there is no real worship and no 
acceptable service.’’ (G. Campbell Mor- 
gan.) 

As John R. Ewers points out (Twen- 


tieth Century Quarterly): ‘The Ten - 


Commandments were the result of trial 
and error. Men had to experience 
reverence and see that it was good, 
made for happiness and the progress 
and security of society. Then men had 
to live through periods (like ours) 
when all holy things were condemned 
laughed at, and ignored. Then life be- 
came cheap and sweetness and security 
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vanished. . . . In a society where noth- 
ing remains holy, values are lost. Prop- 
erty becomes a thing to be stolen; per- 
sonality a thing to be exploited; virtues 
things to be laughed at.’”’ We have seen 
something like that in recent days, and 
we know it is true. ‘‘Thou shalt not 
take the name of the Lord thy God in 
vain, for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltless that taketh his name in vain.” 

3. Perjury. The third command- 
ment very definitely forbids false swear- 
ing or perjury, as does the second pas- 
sage assigned for our study (Lev. 
19:12). ‘In the Book of Deuteronomy 
the Hebrews were commanded to swear 
by God’s name. In other words, they 
were commanded to take oaths, just as 
we do in our law courts, seriously and 
reverently to call upon God as a witness 
to the truth of one’s testimony as a 
special warrant of one’s honesty. It is 
supposed that a man who might lie in 
ordinary conversation would yet under 
oath tell the truth out of regard for 
the sacredness of that by which he 
swears. Now, this commandment says 
that God’s name must not be linked 
with deliberate falsehood. In other 
words, the Hebrews were to conceive of 
God as being absolutely truthful and 
never to associate his name with lies 
and deceit.’”” Do we have such respect 
for God, such fidelity to truth in our 
law courts today? Merely to raise such 
a question is to win a wry and bitter 
smile. Perjury today is rampant in our 
law courts. One is hardly expected to 
tell the truth when his own interests 
are at stake. 


Dr. Powell asks: ‘‘How long do you 
think our social organization can en- 
dure on the base of tolerated perjury? 
There are just two alternatives: either 
we must build our social structure on 
the love of truth or we must build it 
on the fear of God. And, logically, the 
one grows out of the other; for there is 
ultimately no logical conception of 
honesty apart from belief in God.’’ 


4. Hypocrisy. A fourth way in which 
men take the name of God in vain is 
by an empty profession of their faith. 
Jesus discusses this danger in answer- 
ing thse Pharisees’ question regarding 
his attitude toward religious tradition. 

Jesus reminded the Pharisees that 
Isaiah many years before had appro- 
priately described a national charac- 
teristic common to their ancestors and 
to them. They worshipped God with 
their lips, but not with their hearts; 
they substituted for the doctrines of 
God the erroneous concepts of men. 
Their tradition in many cases missed 
the true meaning of Scriptures; there- 
fore, in holding fast to their traditions, 
they had in reality substituted them for 
the commandments of God. 

As Gould points out: ‘“‘The mistake 
of the Pharisees does not stand by it- 
self; it has been repeated in every age. 
Everywhere the same fatality attends 
authoritative exposition of the Scrip- 
tures, indeed, is involved in its very 
nature. The human exposition gets 
substituted for the Divine Word, even 
when it at times is directly contrary to 
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it, and so the worship of man becomes 
vain.”’ 


The men who have thus substituted 
tradition for religion are charged by 
Jesus with hypocrisy. This word has 
a very harsh sound to our ears; there is 
no uglier word in the English language, 
and scarcely any more deadly insult can 
be offered to a man than to call him a 
hypocrite. As used by Jesus, however, 
the word probably had a slightly dif- 
ferent meaning. Hannam, in his book, 
“Luke the Evangelist,” reminds us that 
the word hypocrite originally described 
a play-actor, a familiar figure anywhere 
in the Roman Empire, the impersonator 
who professed to be somebody other 
than his real self. He continues: ‘‘We 
measure the capacity of an actor by his 
power to create an illusion; for in- 
stance, if John Smith is playing the 
part of Hamlet, and we are painfully 
conscious all the time that he is John 


Smith, then he is a poor actor. We 
did not pay our money to see John 


Smith, but Hamlet, and we are disap- 
pointed because we have not been de- 
ceived. Many of the world’s best actors 
and actresses,”’ he adds, ‘‘never appear 
upon the stage; some of them hold very 
adverse views of the theater, but they 
are amazingly capable performers for 
all that—indeed, so successful are they 
that they have even succeeded in de- 
ceiving themselves; for they think quite 
sincerely that they are doing one thing, 
whereas all the time they are doing 
something quite different. They may, 
for instance, think that they are wor- 
shipping God in church; but in fact 
they are only playing a part, which from 
long practice has become second nature 
to them.’”’ 

The hypocrite then is an actor, origi- 
nally the actor of a part in a play. His 
acting may be conscious or it may be 
unconscious. Some of the best acting 
is unconscious, deceiving the actor him- 
self. And so probably here. Some of 
the Pharisees no doubt were conscious 
hypocrites. But most of them were sin- 
cere and earnest men, not conscious 
hypocrites but unconscious ones. Their 
religious customs had become a sub- 
stitute for real religion. They actually 
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thought that they were worshipping 
God, when as a matter of fact they only 
washed their hands. 

Some men use God’s name as a pre- 
tzxt, to make men think they are better 
than they really are. Many more take 
God’s name upon their lips, and do not 
realize that ft has become a form from 
which the reality has fled. The easy use 
of God’s name has become a means for 
evading God’s searching demands upon 
their lives. They are taking God’s name 
in vain. 

Profanity and irreverence, perjury 
and hypocrisy—these are sins against 
which the third commandment is 
directed. And there is an added warn- 
ing: ‘‘Jehovah will not hold him guilt- 
less that taketh his name in vain.” 
Breach of this commandment in any 
of the forms indicated above brings its 
own punishment upon the individual 
and upon society in this present life; 
inevitably it breaks down and destroys 
respect for and fellowship with God. 
The commandment suggests that in 
addition there is a deeper guilt which 
is carried into the life beyond. 


Hi. Positive—What Is Required 


“Swear not at all, but let your speech 
be, Yea, yea, Nay, nay.” To under- 
stand Jesus’ sweeping injunction we 
need to remember that in his day rab- 
binical casuistry explained away the 
spirit of the third commandment by 
limiting it to the actual name of Deity. 
So punctilious were they about vainly 
pronouncing the name ‘‘Jehovah’’ that 
in reading the Scriptures when they 
came to that name they read it 
‘“‘Adhonay,” or Lord, so that the word 
in our King James Version printed in 
capitals means in Hebrew “Jehovah.” 
But while they were thus fastidious on 
the one hand they were equally reck- 
less on the other. As Broaddus points 
out, the rabbis held that the law made 
binding only those oaths which con- 
tained some name or peculiar attribute 
of God, or something else that was emi- 
nently sacred. Other oaths not nam- 
ing or directly suggesting God they held 
to be not binding. ‘“‘The Talmud ex- 
pressly declares that such oaths as ‘by 





expressiveness. 


cross 


do when they crucified him. 


body of Christ,”’ 
true light. 


template. 





The phrase is peculiarly appropriate. 
society could understand and regard profanity as “the tearing to pieces of the 
then taking the name of the Lord in vain would stand in its 


Profanity, if deliberate and premeditated, 


The Layman’s View 


By J. WILSON McCUTCHAN 


N THE MIDDLE AGE oaths reached an unparalleled peak in variety and 
Most frequently used were those which referred to various 
parts of the physical body of Christ, especially to the body of Christ on the 
A significant phrase was popularly employed to describe such swear- 
ing; it was known as “Tearing (or, rending) God’s body!” 

Writers of the day attacked the practice, remarking that Christians were 
tearing Christ’s body to pieces in a way that even the Jews had not dared to 


If modern 


is almost too terrible to con- 


If it is unpremeditated it indicates an ignoring of the constant and 
abiding Presence to whom we all owe courtesy, respect, and reverence. 
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heaven,’ or ‘by the earth’ do not bind 
at all. And though some teachers set 
themselves against this, they were 
borne down by the majority. Accord- 
ingly the Jews were remarkable for 
their frequent use of oaths in ordinary 
conversation, swearing by the temple, 
by the altar, by the lamb, by the dishes, 
by the law, by Moses, by the prophets, 
by the life of the rabbis, as well as the 
oaths here mentioned, and countless 
others, and reckoning such oaths to be 
‘nothing.’ ”’ 

As T. H. Robinson points out in his 
Moffatt’s Commentary on Matthew, this 
practice was based on a fundamental 
misconception of God’s character. It 
was based on a theory that 


“there were certain crimes only which 
affected him, and those always took 
the form of personal neglect or affront, 
of some offense to his dignity or to 
his prejudices. But his participation 
might be secured in affairs to which 
he would otherwise have been indif- 
ferent by the use of some formula which 
introduced him into the matter and 
made it a question of his personal 
honor. He would not punish an ordi- 
nary lie or failure to keep a promise— 
that concerned two men and had noth- 
ing to do with him. But if his name 
were used in a transaction then his dig- 
nity and honor were at stake. He had 
been expressly brought in and falsehood 
or default would be a personal insult 
to him. But men could not look for 
his interference unless he were thus de- 
liberately involved by a formal appeal 
to him. 

“The truth which Jesus states is the 
fulfillment of the prophetic doctrine 
from the days of Amos downwards. God 
is interested in all moral questions. It 
is unnecessary to import him arti- 
ficially into human life, for man can- 
not keep him out of it. It is folly to 
hope that escape from the consequences 
of perjury may be found by swearing 
an oath to heaven or by Jerusalem or 
by one’s head. God made all these 
things, and he is involved in them; to 
introduce them is to introduce him. He 
is just as fully implicated by one who 
says simply ‘yes’ or ‘no,’ as by any 
oaths, and whatever exceeds. that 
springs from evil, for it shows that the 
speaker is not normally conscious of 
God’s interest in his words and acts.” 


A man’s simplest word should be 
enough without the need of any stronger 
affirmation. Anything else is unneces- 
sary and is likely to be the means of 
misunderstanding, misleading, evasion 
or actual falsehood. 

The importance of these words of 
Jesus should be more apparent in our 
days when commercial advertisements 
are not noted for their veracity, when 
perjury in the courts has become com- 
monplace, when the word of the poli- 
tician and the diplomat is no longer 
trusted. The foundations of society 
will never be secure until a man’s 
simple word is as good as his bond. 





Rabun Gap-Nacoochee 
School 


GEO. C. BELLINGRATH, President 
The Best in High School Education 
Rabun Gap, Ga. 
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ALL WELL IN KOREA 


W. A. Linton and D. J. Cumming have 
radioed their families at Montreat that 
they reached Seoul, Korea, July 2 and 
are being ‘“‘housed and-fed well.” Ad- 
dress: Care Chaplain’s Office, Hq. USA, 
M. G. I. K., APO 235, Care Postmaster, 
San Francisco. 


DEATH 


James V. Currie, 57, pastor of the 
Florida Street church, Baton Rouge, 

a., died suddenly at his home, July 8. 
Mr. Currie was a native son of Missis- 
sippi and after pastorates at Atoka and 
Nashville, Tenn., he served the Fayette 
and Picayune churches in Mississippi, 
from 1924 to 1942, going to Louisiana 
only last year from Morganfield, Ky. 


CHANGES 


Fitzhugh Clark, from Atlantic Beach, 
Fla., has returned to a former pastorate 
at Williamsville and Rocky Springs 
churches, Millboro, Va. Mailing ad- 
dress: Williamsville, Va. 

Robert Cogswell, fellowship student 
at Union Seminary, from Memphis, 
Tenn., and assistant pastor of the 
Second church. Richmond, has accepted 
a call to the Samuel Davies church, 
Tunstall, Va., effective September 1. 


CHAPLAINS 


Henry P. Mobley has begun his work 
as pastor of the Franklin, Tenn., church. 

Vance Barron will begin his pastorate, 
First church, Meridan, Miss., September 
1. 












Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them. Correspondence about‘ your 
special needs and interests will _- 
welcomed. Free catalogs upon re 
quest. Profits are devoted to tL 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 


Pictl, 


BOOK STORE 





Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex. 
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W. Stuart Barr is taking a refresher 
course, will be open to a call soon. He 
is at 161 W. 105th St., New York 25, 
N.. ¥:; 


CORRECTION 

Donald K. Blackie, recently noted as 
having gone to Des Moines, Iowa, is pas- 
tor of the First Federated Church which, 
he writes, is ‘‘an independent, non-de- 
nominational church, made up of a fed- 
eration of individual Christians,” and 
not affiliated with another Presbyterian 
denomination as reported here, 





Mobile Church Gets 
$100,000 Building Gift 


Mobile’s Government Street church is 
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drawing up plans for a proposed $200,- 
000 project which would include what 
the pastor, Ansley C. Moore, calls “the 
most modern church education plant” 
in Alabama. This development is made 
possible by the gift of $100,000 by Mrs. 
John B. Waterman, widow of the late 
steamship corporation founder, on con- 
dition that a like sum is provided by the 
church membership. 





Worship Folders 


For special days and general use. Lith- 
ographed on good stock suitable for 
mimeographing. 

Catalog and samples upon request. 
Get your copy today 
ECCLESIASTICAL ART DRESS 
Louisville 12, Ky- 














Secretarial. 





GREENBRIER COLLEGE 
Two years college preparatory and two years standard 
college work. Founded 1812. Art, Music, Dramatic Art, 
Exceptional social, recreational advantages. 
Modern fireproof dormitory. 

French W. Thompson, President 
Dept. PO, Lewisburg, West Virginia 








through Christian Education. 


1849—AUSTIN COLLEGE--1946 


SHERMAN, TEXAS 
A Strong Liberal Arts College Dedicated to the extension of the Church 
You are invited to share in its work. 
W. B. GUERRANT, President. 








Long session opens September 13. 


SCHREINER INSTITUTE 


A Military High School and Junior College for Boys 
High Schoo] and Junior College Departments accredited through Southern 
Association. Owned and controlled by Southern Presbyterian Church. 
Reservations now being received. 
For literature and information, write 
THE REGISTRAR, Box U, Kerrville, Texas. 
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THERE IS MORE FOOD VALUE PER PENNY IN YOUR 
BOTTLE OF MILK THAN IN ANY OTHER SINGLE FOOD 


Virginia Dairy Company 


‘‘The Home of Better Milk’’ 
: —— aS 









NORTH AMERICA ASSURANCE 


of Virginia, incorporated 
LICENSED AND SUPERVISED BY VIRGINIA BURRAY OF INSURANCE 


Heme Office 
1900 W. Mein Si., Richmend 20, Ve. 


HOSPITALIZATION 


ACCIDENT and SURGICAL @ 


FEES INSURANCE 


Our Policies are the mest Meese! tad 
ebtainable, clear cut end free fem 


That's why mere than 160,000 heave been sold in 
Virginia alene. 
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“YOUR MONEY OR YOUR LIFE” 


Dr. John R. Mott, in speaking to a group of college students at a summer conference, 
said: ‘‘The call of the highway robber is ‘Your money or your life.’’’ He added: ‘‘Some- 
times the call of Christ is ‘Your money AND your life.’’’ And many men and women have 


responded to this call. 


Frequently one robs himself by selfishly withholding too much of both his money and 


his life from Christian causes. 


YOUR MONEY AND YOUR LIFE 
To some this has meant a call to the Ministry, to Mission Service, to Teaching to “‘living 
the gospel” in any of the needed and useful vocations of life, to the making and using money 


for the advance of the Kingdom of God. 
A GREAT OPPORTUNITY IS NOW AT HAND 
It is also an Emergency 
The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., has: 


1. Directed the Committees of Stewardship and Christian Education to cooperate fully 


with the synods in undergirding their colleges and seminaries NOW for larger and 


more efficient service. 
Asked the synods to undertake financial campaigns to meet pressing needs 
Urged the completion of this task at once. The time is short. 


‘Much from some and something from all” 
Will YOU hear and heed this call? 


FOLLOW THAT GOOD IMPULSE NOW 


Detach Mail 








The Executive Committee of Christian Education 
410 Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky ‘ 

In order to assist in meeting the financial needs of Christian Higher Education in the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., and in consideration of the gifts of others, I hereby promise to 
pay the sum of — a) ) 


seneficiary institution 


If no beneficiary is named, the Executive Committee is hereby authorized to use my gift 


where, in their judgment, it is most needed in the Synod of 
Name 


Date , Address 


“MUCH FROM SOME AND SOMETHING FROM ALL” 














